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• Illinois has the 
nation’s largest inland 
system of rivers, 
lakes, and streams 

 
• There has been a 

federally declared 
flood disaster in 
every county in 
Illinois 
 

• Over 5,000 buyouts 
completed in the 
State thus far 

Flooding in Illinois 



Throughout our 
history… 

 
Plenty of 

frustrated 
Illinoisans!  
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Illinois’ Flood Damage Reduction 
Efforts Overview 

1. Improving Floodplain 
Mapping  
 

2. Enforcing Floodplain 
Regulations 
 

3. Promoting Flood Insurance  
 

4. Supporting Mitigation  
 

5. Implementing Structural 
Measures 



Rigorous Quality Checking 
 including Floodplain Boundary  

Standard Compliance 

 



State of Illinois permits 
required for: 
 *Floodway development 
 *Dams 
 *Public Water uses 
 *LOMCs 
 
 

 

2. Floodplain Regulations 
 



•Illinois has 
regulated floodway 
development for 
nearly 100 years. 
 
•Over 1,000+ 
permits reviewed 
per year. 
 

Regulated 
Floodway 

Construction 
Activities 

 



State Floodway Regulations in the 
Chicago Metro Area 

Open space uses only in the 
floodway.  No buildings! 

 

State review and approval of 
LOMCs.  LOMCs required. 

 

Stormwater regulations 

 

Compensatory storage required. 

 

Countywide ordinances. 

 

 



3.  National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) 

  820 NFIP Communities  

(#5 in the nation). 
 

49,110 flood insurance policies                                     
 (#16 in the nation). 
 
4,897 repetitive loss structures                                   
 (#18 in the nation). 

 

 Claims have 
dropped every year 
since the 1993 
flood. 



CRS in Illinois 

• Ranked #6 in the nation for Participation 

 

• 16 communities are class 6 and 11 are a class 5 

 

• Only four communities in the nation with a higher 

CRS rating 

 

• 40% of all flood insurance policies in Illinois are 

subject to CRS discounts 



The Illinois Plan….  
Focus on Non-structural solutions 

•  Inventory Repetitive Loss Properties 

• 60% of Rep Loss have already been 
mitigated. 

• Annual savings of $2.4 million 
(based on existing claims history) 

• Nearly 5,000 buyouts since 1993 

• State provides 25% match on most 
projects. 

 
 



1. Prevalence and cost with urban 
flooding. 

2. Climate change on urban flooding 
3. Impact of county stormwater 

programs on urban flooding 
4. Evaluation of policies such as 

using the 100yr storm. 
5. Review of technology to evaluate 

property damage risk. 
6. Strategies for minimizing property 

damage from urban flooding. 
7. The consistency of criteria for 

state funding flood control 
projects. 

8. Strategies for increasing NFIP and 
community rating system. 

9. Strategies to increase the 
availability, affordability of flood 
insurance and basement back-up 
insurance. 

 



4. Structural Flood Control  



•Channel modifications 
•Floodwalls  
•Levees 
•Pump stations 
•Land acquisitions or flood easements 
•Detention/retention basins 
•Wetlands restoration 

 

Urban Areas = Difficult Solutions 



Rand Park Floodwall and Levee            
(Des Plaines Area) 



Hickory Hills Reservoir 



Davis Junction 

$100,000 max 

50 Small Projects 
Completed Statewide 

Small Projects Structural 
Flood Control 



Flood Gages and Monitoring 

 Monitor Stages on all Illinois 
streams 

 

 Manage IDNR gages and cost 
share with USGS operated 
gages 

 

 Monitor Precipitation 
throughout the watershed 

 

 Forecast floods  

 

 Coordinate with Emergency 
Managers 



Flood Forecasting 

Data Collection

• USGS gage network support

• OWR project gage network

• High Water Marks

• Precipitation gages

• Survey data



Flood Forecasting 



•Nation’s first state flood association 
•founded in 1986 
•600 members 
 

•IAFSM Current newsletter 
•Printed quarterly 
 

•Workshops and twilight seminars 
• 6+ per year 

 
 

 

 
•Certified Flood Managers 

•Approximately 530 
 

•Publications 
 
•Annual conference 

•700 attendees 
•Chicago in even years 
•Downstate in odd years 

 


